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In September 1857, a wagon train passing through Utah laden with gold was attacked. Approximately 140
people were slaughtered; only 17 children under the age of eight were spared. This incident in an open field
called Mountain Meadows has ever since been the focus of passionate debate: Is it possible that official
Mormon dignitaries were responsible for the massacre? In her riveting book, Sally Denton makes a fiercely
convincing argument that they were.

The author–herself of Mormon descent–first traces the extraordinary emergence of the Mormons and the
little-known nineteenth-century intrigues and tensions between their leaders and the U.S. government, fueled
by the Mormons’ zealotry and exclusionary practices. We see how by 1857 they were unique as a religious
group in ruling an entire American territory, Utah, and commanding their own exclusive government and
army.

Denton makes clear that in the immediate aftermath of the massacre, the church began placing the blame on
a discredited Mormon, John D. Lee, and on various Native Americans. She cites contemporaneous records
and newly discovered documents to support her argument that, in fact, the Mormon leader, Brigham Young,
bore significant responsibility–that Young, impelled by the church’s financial crises, facing increasingly
intense scrutiny and condemnation by the federal government, incited the crime by both word and deed.

Finally, Denton explains how the rapidly expanding and enormously rich Mormon church of today still
struggles to absolve itself of responsibility for what may well be an act of religious fanaticism unparalleled in
the annals of American history. American Massacre is totally absorbing in its narrative as it brings to life a
tragic moment in our history.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Legros:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for people. The book American Massacre: The Tragedy at Mountain Meadows, September
1857 had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve American Massacre: The Tragedy at Mountain
Meadows, September 1857 is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship using the book American Massacre: The Tragedy at Mountain Meadows, September 1857.
You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Gary Cornejo:

This book untitled American Massacre: The Tragedy at Mountain Meadows, September 1857 to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get
a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
book from your list.

Shirley Daniels:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is usually American Massacre: The Tragedy at Mountain Meadows, September 1857.

Dixie Jones:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled American Massacre: The Tragedy at Mountain Meadows, September 1857 your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The American Massacre: The Tragedy at
Mountain Meadows, September 1857 giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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