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A profound meditation on Leopardi’s art and thought as well as a reframing and reassertion of Negri’s own
philosophical and political project of liberation.

Antonio Negri, one of Italy’s most influential and controversial contemporary philosophers, offers in this
book a radical new interpretation of the nineteenth-century Italian poet Giacomo Leopardi. For Negri,
Leopardi is not the bitter, idealistic individualist of conventional literary history, but rather a profoundly
materialist thinker who sees human solidarity as the only possible solution to the catastrophes of history and
politics. Negri traces Leopardi’s resistance to the transcendental idealism of Kant and Hegel, with its
emphasis on reason’s power to resolve real antagonisms into abstract syntheses, and his gradual development
of a sophisticated poetic materialism focused on the constructive power of the imagination and its “true
illusions.” Like Nietzsche (who admired him), Leopardi provides an alternative to modernity within
modernity, expressing a force of rupture and recomposition—a uniquely Italian one—that is as relevant now
as it was in the nineteenth century, and which connects to the theory of Empire as the political constitution of
the present that Negri has elaborated in collaboration with Michael Hardt.

Antonio Negri is the coauthor (with Michael Hardt) of Empire; Multitude: War and Democracy in the Age of
Empire; and Commonwealth.

Timothy S. Murphy is Houston-Truax-Wentz Professor of English at Oklahoma State University. He has
translated several of Negri’s works, including Trilogy of Resistance; Books for Burning: Between Civil War
and Democracy in 1970s Italy; and Subversive Spinoza: (Un)contemporary Variations.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Dail:

This book untitled Flower of the Desert: Giacomo Leopardi's Poetic Ontology (SUNY series in
Contemporary Italian Philosophy) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when
you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book
retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for
you to past this publication from your list.

Ward Beaver:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading guides.
It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is Flower of the Desert:
Giacomo Leopardi's Poetic Ontology (SUNY series in Contemporary Italian Philosophy).

Lynn Bailey:

This Flower of the Desert: Giacomo Leopardi's Poetic Ontology (SUNY series in Contemporary Italian
Philosophy) is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately
using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly
you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Flower of the Desert: Giacomo
Leopardi's Poetic Ontology (SUNY series in Contemporary Italian Philosophy) in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Cherie Fidler:

Beside this kind of Flower of the Desert: Giacomo Leopardi's Poetic Ontology (SUNY series in
Contemporary Italian Philosophy) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge
or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Flower
of the Desert: Giacomo Leopardi's Poetic Ontology (SUNY series in Contemporary Italian Philosophy)
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you would not
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable



arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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