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This book explores the use of deadly force by private security companies during the Iraq War.

The work focuses on and compares the activities of the US companies Blackwater and Dyncorp. Despite
sharing several important characteristics, such as working for the same client (the US State Department)
during the same time period, the employees of Blackwater fired their weapons far more often, and killed and
seriously injured far more people in Iraq than their counterparts in DynCorp. In order to explain this
disparity, the book undertakes the most comprehensive analysis ever attempted on the use of violence by the
employees of these firms. Based on extensive empirical research, it offers a credible explanation for this
difference: Blackwater maintained a relatively bellicose military culture that placed strong emphasis on
norms encouraging its personnel to exercise personal initiative, proactive use of force, and an exclusive
approach to security, which, together, motivated its personnel to use violence quite freely against anyone
they suspected of posing a threat. Specifically, Blackwater’s military culture motivated its personnel to fire
upon suspected threats more quickly, at greater distances, and with a greater quantity of bullets, and to more
readily abandon the people they shot at when compared to DynCorp’s personnel, who maintained a military
culture that encouraged far less violent behaviour. Utilizing the Private Security Company Violent Incident
Dataset (PSCVID), created by the author in 2012, the book draws upon data on hundreds of violent incidents
involving private security personnel in Iraq to identify trends in the behaviour exhibited by the employees of
different firms. Based on this rich and original empirical data, the book provides the definitive study of
contemporary private security personnel in the Iraq War.

This book will be of much interest to students of the Iraq War, Private Security Companies, Military Studies,
War and Conflict Studies and IR in general.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Alexander:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Private Security Companies during the Iraq
War: Military Performance and the Use of Deadly Force (Cass Military Studies) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Hazel Mishler:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Private
Security Companies during the Iraq War: Military Performance and the Use of Deadly Force (Cass Military
Studies).

Jeff Farley:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book Private Security Companies during the Iraq War: Military
Performance and the Use of Deadly Force (Cass Military Studies) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Donald Murphy:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Private Security
Companies during the Iraq War: Military Performance and the Use of Deadly Force (Cass Military Studies)
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward



the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit,
it is possible to pick Private Security Companies during the Iraq War: Military Performance and the Use of
Deadly Force (Cass Military Studies) become your own personal starter.
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