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Brecher explores the controversial diplomacy by which the United States separately brought to a de facto
close its War of Independence against the British, leaving its one ally, France, in the lurch. He focuses on the
two dominant, ostensibly allied peace negotiators, John Jay and Vergennes.

Veteran diplomat and diplomatic history author Frank Brecher follows the chronology of the American War
of Independence, alternating between accounts of the conflict as experienced diplomatically and, in less
detail, militarily by the Americans and the French, respectively. In doing so, after summarizing in his preface
a highly informed and articulate contemporary analysis of the origins of the Revolution from the perspective
of the more conservative elements of the American leadership, of whom John Jay was very much a part,
Brecher focuses on the particular experiences of Jay and Vergennes, both in their personal lives and in their
politial careers. He describes and compares their respective—and quite different—preparations for their
historical activities as peace negotiators, and describes the major developments of the conflict itself as they
themselves participated in, and analyzed, them.

While Vergennes, the French Foreign Minister, for the first time in his career, remained physically stationary
in Versailles, Jay, for the first time in his life as well as career, left the New York region to live in
Philadelphia, then Madrid, and finally Paris, before returning as Secretary for Foreign Affairs in 1784, after
four and a half eventful and personally dramatic years abroad. The lessons each of these two diplomats
learned as a result of the crucible through which they had to pass before their very personal—and historically
important—encounter in France toward war's end very much affected the negotiating strategies they adopted
and the ultimatley paradoxical mixture of both triumph and disappoinment with which they helped bring to a
succesful conclusion the military phase of an alliance embarked upon by their two nations some five long
years earlier. Brecher presents a provocative view of early American diplomacy that will be of interest to
scholars and students alike.
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From reader reviews:

Quentin Ryan:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Securing American Independence:
John Jay and the French Alliance (Contributions to the Study of World History) is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Wesley Powell:

Securing American Independence: John Jay and the French Alliance (Contributions to the Study of World
History) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that
will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Securing American Independence: John Jay and the
French Alliance (Contributions to the Study of World History) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Linda Banks:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
Securing American Independence: John Jay and the French Alliance (Contributions to the Study of World
History). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add
your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It
can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Christina Webb:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Securing American Independence: John Jay and the French Alliance (Contributions to the Study of
World History) we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person
must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life with this book Securing American Independence: John Jay and the French Alliance
(Contributions to the Study of World History). You can more inviting than now.
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